
Palm Sunday:
Above and Beyond

ICEBREAKER
Are you ready to be vulnerable? What would you say is 
your greatest phobia? Do you have a particular reason for 
this fear? 

SCRIPTURE READING
Read:  Matthew 21:1-11

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• A DONKEY

 Read: Zechariah 9:9 
  Matthew 21:1-7 (read or for reference)

  While the donkey can represent the humility of Jesus, 
the ironic twist of the story is that by riding on this 
donkey, Jesus was also proclaiming that He was the 
Messiah, the King! The people who lived in Jerusalem 
and those who were there for the feast of Passover knew 
what the donkey meant according to Scripture. They 
knew the promise of the promised Messiah coming 
into Jerusalem on a donkey but they were trying to fit 
God’s Messiah into their immediate agenda. They were 
wanting and expecting Jesus to overthrow the present 
foreign government that was ruling over their land. The 
people thought this was their greatest need.  However, 
God had a bigger picture in mind that He was wanting 
to break the power of sin and death in all of our lives. 

  Discuss a specific situation in your life that you may 
have expected Jesus to do something a certain way 
but He did “that something” in a way that you would 
have never thought, so that He would be glorified.

  We are equipped with the Living Word of God for 
living out our lives. Why do we struggle in accepting 
that God’s ways - while in the moment may not make 
any sense to us - are always the best ways for us?

• PALM BRANCHES

 Read: Matthew 21:8-11 (read or for reference) 
  John 12:16

  Jesus didn’t come to set-up an earthly, political 
kingdom. Instead, He went above and beyond what we 
could ever imagine. It was the victory that restored all 
of creation and made a way for every person to have a 
right relationship with God.

  What current expectations do you have that 
you have taken to prayer and asked the Lord to 
intervene?

  God’s Word is full of promises for those who follow 
Jesus. What promise(s) from the scriptures have you 
embraced? What promise(s) do you have difficulty 
understanding and/or accepting?

• THE JOURNEY

  Today we have the privilege of hindsight. We see what 
the disciples did not. We know the end of the story. In 
Christ we have new life.

 Read: Galatians 1:10 
  1 Thessalonians 2:4 
  Isaiah 55:8-9

  Jesus’ journey was not about human approval or 
cooperation—it was one of obedience to the Father and 
fulfillment of His plan for redeeming the world.

 Read: Ephesians 3:12 
  Hebrews 4:16

  What was once impossible because we were separated 
from God by sin and death is now possible when we 
come alive to the life of Jesus. Because of what He did, 
we can respond as the writer of Hebrews.

  In what area of your life are you struggling to receive 
His mercy and grace?

  After reading Hebrews 4:16, are you encouraged 
to press on not because of anything you can do but 
because of what Jesus did for us all. Take time as a 
group and lift those things mentioned in prayer and 
agree together for God to intervene.

PERSONAL REFLECTION
God’s promises are throughout His Word and they are for 
you. Reflect on His promises, both revealed and yet to be 
revealed in your life. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you in 
scripture a promise that you need to trust in Him.

THIS WEEK’S CHALLENGE
Do you take time to celebrate Jesus? Do you lift His name 
high and give thanks to Him for His amazing gift to all? 
During Holy Week be sure to demonstrate to others His 
victory in your life by sharing in your actions and words 
how Jesus is at work in your life.

THIS WEEK’S MISSIONARIES
Please keep Dave & Deb Rodges in your prayers as this 
week’s highlighted missionaries. 

PRAISE REPORTS / PRAYER REQUESTS


